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7

The Movement to Indigenize the
Social Sciences in Taiwan: Origin
and Predicaments

Maukuei Chang

Toward the end of the 1920s, sociology began to be institutionalized
as an academic discipline, The first national seciological association in
China, the Chinese Sociology Association (Zhongguo shebui xuehui
PEFE2E; CSA), was formed in Shanghai in 1930. The develop-
ment of sociology in China was interrupted first by the Japanese inva-
sion in the late 1930s, and then by a prohibition in 1952, after the
Chinese Communist Party {CCP) took control of mainland China. In
1951, some sociologists were exiled to Taiwan with the Guomin dang
EER& (Chinese Nationalist Party; GMD) government and started
their own version of the CSA in Taipei. With the GMD¥s permission,
and with resources endowed by the United States, a revival in the
teaching of sociology commenced in the late 1950s in Taiwan.! By the
1980s, sociology courses in Taiwan had gradually overcome the con-
straints of political ideology and the suspicions of the authorities
because of the softening of authoritarianism. Since the 1990s, sociol-
ogy has been a widely taught and researched subject in Taiwan’s
higher education.?

As with other social science disciplines, sociology originated from

the Enlightenment, the problems associated with the collapse of feu-

dalism and the transformation of society pushed by the growth of
industrialization and capitalism in eighteenth- and nineteenth-century
Europe. The formation of its assumptions and problematiques have
been heavily influenced by the social and historical trajectories and
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