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Sayon’s Bell
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Taiwan Daily News, Sep. 29™, 1938, page 7
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Aboriginal Female Fell down to River and Went Missing

At five am, 27" an aboriginal woman named Sayon Hayon (17) saw the police
Kakita off with 11 members of her community and carried his luggage. While passing
through the temporary wood bridge across the river, Sayon accidentally fell down to

the rushing stream and went missing. The body has not been found.
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Film Picture of Sayon’s Bell
The film was shot in “Yingshe”, which is the tribe close to Wushe, Taichung.
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Film Picture of Sayon’s Bell
The girl on the right is Li, Xiang-Lan.
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“Patriotic Maiden Sayon
April, shouwa year of 16,

Hasegawa Kiyoshi, governor of Taiwan”
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House with a flag indicated that some of the family members there are the Takasago
Militia
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The bell represent the modernity has entered the tribe
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Related Works of Sayon’s Bell
1941.  Song named after Sayon sung by Watanabe Hamako
1941.  Paint Sayon's Bell by Shiotsuki Momohajime

Paint Sayon by Suzuki Eizaburou (1942)
1941.12. Script Sayon's Bell (one scene) written by Murakami Motozou
1943.03. Wu, Man-Sha, Sayon s Bell: A Patriotic Novel
1943.05. Film script Sayon's Bell
1943.07. Sayon's Bell, written by Wu, Man-Sha,

translated by Chun Kuang Yuan or En Haruhikari (Chang, Yuan-Fu)
1943.07. Nagao Kazuo, Sayon'’s Bell: A Patriotic Maiden's Story

Film Sayon s Bell directed by Shimizu Hiroshi
1944 National school textbook Sayon's Bell
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Background of Film Sayon’s Bell
Directed by Shimizu Hiroshi in 1943
The particular period of Pacific War
The background setup was at the first campaign of Takasago Militia
The film is co-produced by the governor office of Taiwan, Manchou Film
Association, and Shouchiku Corporate
The shooting spot was the Yingshe (Sakura) near Wushe (Musha), but the actual
place of occurrence was the Leyoxen tribe in Suao County, Taihoku State (in

modern Yilan County)
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Blood Sacrifice
1941.06. Volunteers program was declared and put into practice in the following year
1942.03. Takasago Country Serving Squad
The Takasago Militia
1942.04. Practice of Army Special Volunteer System
1943.05. Practice of Navy Special Volunteer System
1944.09. Conscription

1945.04. Practice of overall conscription among Taiwanese
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The Takasago Militia
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Subtitle at the Beginning
Taiwan, the gorgeous island of summer
Which is also the outpost base to the South during Great East Asia War
The race of Takasago who used to be called the barbarians, now is called
aborigines
Has also soaked in the trend of Kominka nowadays, and as the citizens of our
almighty emperor, they are fighting at the frontline and the rear
This film is dedicated to the patriotism of the loyal Takasago and the enthusiasm
of the police officers who devoted themselves into the policy of managing the
aborigines
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Image of Taiwan Presented in the Film
The major audiences are Japanese and Han people, and the purpose is to advocate
national policy
10 minutes of documentary of Han people lives and Atayal tribe at the beginning
of the film

Buftalos, coconut trees, bananas, and cultivation on paddy fields



Anthropological angle: the image of aborigines, clothing, birth, and customs
Cultivation, breeding, and breast-feeding
—> The metaphor of producing to serve the country
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Image of Characters
Japanese: police, doctor, teacher, instructor, construction supervisor
—> The express of power of empire and the construction in the South
Domestication and regulation: the baby of Emperor (Mikado)

Build the image of aborigines as innocency instead of brutality
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The youth(s) of Aborigines
Saburo: well-educated youngster studying in Japan proper
Mona: aboriginal youngster who yearned for studying in Japan proper, and joined
Takasago Volunteers afterward = dream of serving the country

Process of Personal Emotions Brought into the Fold of Patriotism
Youngsters’ passions of dedicate themselves to the country
—> The whole Japan Empire

The “civilized” aboriginal youngsters versus the elders in the tribe
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Li, Xiang-Lan

Li, Xiang-Lan (Feb, 12", 1920- ) was born in the Fushuen city, Mukden province
(today’s Fushuen city, Liaoning province) whose ancestral home was in Saga,
Japan. She was a singer and an actress, later had been the senator in Japanese
Senate as the name of Yamaguchi Yoshiko.

After the Manchu Film Association (or Man-ei) was established in 1937, Li
entered the film industry of Manchu and became a famous actress. She
participated in many films and became known as “The First Movie Star in the East
Asia”, having enjoyed equal fame with Chou Hsuan and Bai Guang. She often
acted as a Chinese woman who admired the Japanese invasion army. Afterwards,
she apologized for her acts.
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Yoshiko’s Parents
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Her childhood
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Honeymoon Express (film, 1938)

25.
) B
Vow in the Desert (film, 1940)
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Immortal (film, 1943)
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Her first marriage
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Her second marriage with Hiroshi Otaka
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Visiting the Middle East, 1970
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Being interviewed at the age of 84



