New Literature under Japanese Rule

Graduate Institute of Taiwan Literature, National Taiwan University,
Assistant Professor Chang Wen-hsun 2009.6.30 12 : 00-13 : 15

Taiwan was colonized by Japan during 1895-1945. During this time, the
modernization and industrialization have stridden forward rapidly. The economic
structure and social culture in Taiwan have experienced great changes at the time.
Through the modern education system operated by the colonial government, people
who used to speak Holo, Hakka, and aboriginal languages, for the first time, had a
common language which combined writing and dialogue: Japanese. Compared with
the national language of vernacular Chinese after the Xinhai Revolution of 1911,
Japanese was not only much easier for people in Taiwan to learn, but also serves as a
bridge and access to western civilization. However, for those Taiwanese intellectuals
who still identified with a Chinese nationality, with the already established cultural
identity of Holo and Hakka, accepting Japanese as the primary thinking and
communicating tool was no easy task.

The new literature in Taiwan came out from this circumstance which can be
further categorized into the following three groups: Traditional Han literati who have
grown up under the rule of Qing Dynasty and wrote in classic Chinese; The first
generation of new intellectuals who received both Shuyuan (academies of classical
learning) and modern school education, and obtained both classic Chinese and
Japanese ability; the second generation of new intellectuals developed by modern
education system who even had the overseas experience in Japan and could only read
and write in Japanese. Between the generations who inherited or confronted one
another, and within the requirements of national identity or the acceptance of
modernity, the new literature in Taiwan was first “discovered” as the means of

national and social movement and then strived to develop its unique character.
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