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In this lecture I refl ect on some recent conversations about climate change, globally and in the 
Pacifi c. I am inspired by Dipesh Chakrabarty’s writing on horizons and rifts in these conversa-
tions and the challenges of writing history in the face of climate change. I ponder how Oceania 
and Pacifi c peoples fi gure in such dialogues and how indigenous knowledge and deep Oceanic 
histories are simultaneously embraced and marginalized. I consider the efforts of ECOPAS, a Eu-
ropean Union funded endeavor (in which I am involved) which is aiming to put the ‘human’ back 
into climate change in the Pacifi c. Being ‘human’ requires an acknowledgement of both our sha-
red global connections and the divisions of race and place which have a continuing and profound 
resonance in Oceania. Those divisions and the global inequities of climate change have recently 
been emphasised by the visit of the Pacifi c Climate Change Warriors to Australia under the rubric 
of ‘not drowning, fi ghting’. 

Margaret Jolly (FASSA) is an Australian Research Council Laureate Fellow and Professor in the 
School of Culture, History and Language in the College of Asia and the Pacifi c. Her recent pu-
blications include Engendering Violence in Papua New Guinea (ed. with Christine Stewart and 
Carolyn Brewer) ANU E-Press, Canberra, 2012 and Divine Domesticities: Christian Paradoxes in 
Asia and the Pacifi c (ed. with Hyaeweol Choi) ANU Press, Canberra 2014.
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