
h e n g s t b e r g e r s y m p o s i u m

Religious Traditions,
Traditionalism, and Modernity

October 13 – 15, 2022

o rga n i sat i o n :
Nora Schmidt and Patrick Ebert

Saturday, October 15, 2022

panel iv
the future of tradition: judaism, christianity,
and islam in dialogue about the place of 
tradition in contemporary religious practices

9:00 – 9:45 On the Future of Tradition and the Futurity 
of Traditionality as la tradition à venir –
Tradition as Messianic Promise and Heritage
Dr. Patrick Ebert (Systematic Theology, Heidelberg)

9:45 – 10:30 Building Tradition under Conditions 
of Cultural Polycontextuality, or:
How Traditional Must Tradition Be?
Prof. Dr. Dr. Günter Thomas (Systematic Theology, Bochum)

10:30 – 11:00 c o f f e e  b r e a k  ( i w h )

11:00 – 12:00 r o u n d ta b l e  d i s c u s s i o n / p o d i u m s d i s ku s s i o n  
(in deutscher sprache)
Prof. Dr. Dr. Günter Thomas (Systematic Theology, Bochum),
Prof. Dr. Annette Haußmann (Praktische Theologie, Heidelberg),
Prof. Dr. Amir Dziri (Islamische Theologie, Fribourg),
Dr. Stefan Schaede (Regionalbischof Landeskirche Hannover),
Lorenz Timnik (Pastor Berlin Projekt. Kirche für die Stadt Berlin) 

12:00 – 12:30 f i n a l d i s c u s s i o n

12:30 lu n c h  ( i w h )

s p o n s o r e d  by: Klaus-Georg und Sigrid Hengstberger Prize 2021

Nora Schmidt and Patrick Ebert received this award in 2021.
Three Klaus-Georg and Sigrid Hengstberger Prizes are bestowed 
annually to young scientists and researchers at Heidelberg University.
The awards are intended to enable the young recipients to present an 
interdisciplinary scientific symposium at Internationales Wissenschafts-
forum Heidelberg (iwh). The next deadline for applications is April 1st.
O



Friday October 14, 2022

panel ii
traditionalism, orientalism,
antiquarianism, philology:
early modern scholarship of religion 
in europe and the middle east

9:00 – 9:45 Religiöses Erbe als Dialog- und Präventionsinstrument?
Prof. Dr. Thomas Schmitt (Cultural Heritage, Heidelberg)

9:45 – 10:30 An African Atlantis: The Holy City of the Yoruba 
between Tradition and History
Dr. Judith Bachmann (Religious Studies and 
intercultural theology, Heidelberg)

10:30 – 11:00 c o f f e e  b r e a k  ( i w h )

11:00 – 11:45 Arabic Philology as Religious Criticism:
al-Shidyaq’s Re-Reading of Traditions in the 19th Century
Dr. Christian Junge (Arabic Studies, Marburg)

11:45 – 12:45 e l e vato r p i tc h e s
Short presentations of dissertation/habilitation projects
Dr. Hanna Zoe Trauer (Jewish Studies, Berlin),
Paul Maritz (Religious Studies, Leiden),
Dr. Mathias Kissel (Theology, Basel)

13: 00 lu n c h  ( i w h )

panel iii
self-perception and perception 
of the other in religious communities

14:30 – 15:15 Gott im Weitergeben? 
Ein christlich-muslimisches Gespräch über Tradition
Dr. Katrin Visse (Catholic Academy Berlin/Islamic Studies)

15:15 – 16:00 „Die Religion des Pragmatismus und die Tradition“
Prof. Dr. Wilhelm Schmidt-Biggemann (Philosophy Berlin)

16:00 – 17:00 c o f f e e  b r e a k  ( i w h )

17:30 e ve n i n g  l e c tu r e
Traditionalism and Modernity:
The Guénonian paradigm in the contemporary world
Prof. Dr. Mark Sedgwick (Religious Studies, Aarhus)

18:30 d i n n e r  ( i w h )

Thursday, October 13, 2022

13:00 – 13:30 i nt r o d u c t i o n
Tradition and Traditionalism in interreligious perspective
Dr. Nora Schmidt and Dr. Patrick Ebert

panel i
traditions of modernity: islamic and 
christian perspectives on continuity and 
change of religious traditions

13:30 – 14:15 Islam als Erinnerungsgeschehen:
Was passiert, wenn man die Genese des Islams 
erinnerungstheoretisch dekliniert? 
Prof. Dr. Amir Dziri (Islamic Theology, Fribourg)

14:15 – 14:45 c o f f e e  b r e a k  ( i w h )

14:45 – 15:30 Kulturelles Erbe in religiös-musikalischen Traditionen 
des Ostmittelmeerraumes: das Verhältnis zwischen 
byzantinischem ēchos und arabischem maqām
Dr. Manolis Ulbricht (Byzantinistik, München)

15:30 – 16:15 Christliche Tradition – 
Überlieferung zwischen Kontinuität und Diskontinuität
Dr. Elisabeth Maikranz (Protestant Theology, Heidelberg)

16:15 – 16:45 c o f f e e  b r e a k  ( i w h )

16:45 – 17:30 Defending the Tradition:
Muh.ammad Rašíd Rid. ā’s Al-Wah. í al-muh.ammadí  
Between Heritage, Rationalism and Apologetics
Prof. Dr. Rebecca Sauer (Islamic Studies, Zurich/ 
Flagship Initiative Cultural Heritage)

17:30 e ve n i n g  l e c tu r e
Die islamische Theologie im Spannungsfeld 
zwischen wissenschaftlichem Anspruch,
muslimischer Identitätsvergewisserung und 
spirituellen Bedürfnissen der Muslime
Prof. Dr. Mouhanad Khorchide (Islamic Theology, Münster)

18:30 d i n n e r  ( i w h )


