
Advice on special applications for the 1st semester of a Master’s course 

Application for immediate admission to the quota in cases of exceptional hardship 

 

Heidelberg University reserves up to 5 percent of university places for cases of exceptional 

hardship. Within this quota, someone applying for admission on grounds of hardship is 

immediately granted a place, granted all access restrictions are fulfilled (e.g. average grade), 

ahead of all other applicants. Please note that not every disadvantage or difficulty justifies 

admission on grounds of hardship, however hard the situation may be for the person affected. 

Rather, in view of the strict selection criteria you must present such serious health, social and 

family grounds that you cannot be expected to wait for admission, even for only one semester. 

It must be an exceptional situation and thus only a small number of persons are eligible to gain 

university access this way. 

 

A positive decision to admit students on grounds of exceptional hardship is of far-reaching 

importance for the regular applicants who can no longer be granted those places because the 

hardship quota. Such a decision therefore requires a particularly critical examination of the 

grounds and evidence presented. Enclose the documents listed in brackets and, in addition, 

any other proof of hardship suited to justify your application. You can state more reasons on a 

separate sheet. 

 

In the following cases, which are only examples, you can generally expect your application to 

be accepted: 

 

1 I have a special health condition: 

1.1 I suffer from a degenerative disease that will most probably prevent me in future from 

coping with the demands of this MA programme (specialist’s medical report). 

1.2 I am disabled by disease; my professional rehabilitation can only be guaranteed by 

immediate admission to the programme because, due to my disability, it is either not possible 

to bridge the time-gap satisfactorily or I would be unacceptably disadvantaged as compared 

to healthy applicants (specialist’s medical report). 

1.3 Due to physical disability I am limited to a certain area of occupation; the course I want to 

take is likely to enable a successful rehabilitation in my career (specialist’s medical report). 

1.4 For health reasons I have to leave the study course or professional activity I have 

undertaken so far; these health reasons make it impossible to bridge the waiting time in a 

satisfactory way (specialist’s medical report). 

1.5 I am physically disabled and unable to take on an acceptable job pending university 

admission, or would be unacceptably disadvantaged compared to non-disabled applicants if 

expected to wait one or more semesters (specialist’s medical report). 

1.6 I am restricted in my choice, or exercise of a profession for reasons of illness and this 

therefore prevents me from bridging the waiting period satisfactorily, or would be an 

unacceptable disadvantage compared to the situation of healthy applicants (specialist medical 

report). 

 

Regarding paragraphs 1.1- 1.6: 

The specialist medical report must give sufficient space to the individual criteria listed in the 

respective paragraph. The medical report should contain information on the origin, gravity, 



development and possible treatment of the illness and also a prognosis on the way it will 

continue to develop. It should also be comprehensible for a non-expert in medical matters. 

Other suitable proof could be your severe disablement pass and the assessment of the pension 

office. 

 

2 I am undergoing exceptional economic hardship, however, only due to a combination of the 

circumstances of para. 1 and/or para. 3 (provide appropriate documentary evidence). 

 

3 I need immediate admission for special family reasons (provide suitable documentary 

evidence). 

 

4 I am an ethnic German immigrant and in my country of origin started on a course that is 

closest to preferred MA programme (official evidence of late repatriation; certification of the 

university of starting a relevant course in the country of origin). 

 

5 In an earlier semester I was admitted for the preferred course, but could not take it up for 

compelling reasons that were no fault of my own – notably due to illness (provide evidence of 

the compelling reason that prevented you enrolling and the earlier notice of admission). 

 

6 Other comparable, exceptional social circumstances require my immediate admission 

(provide evidence by suitable documentation). 


