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In her 1989 article on the role of socio-political forces as motivators of linguistic change, Susan Gal 

noted that the examination of speakers’ micro-level responses to “macrohistorical processes” could 

provide new insights into the operation of contact as a motivator of change (Gal 1989: 357). In the 

years since the publication of this work, historical linguists, sociolinguists, and socio-historical linguists 

have grown increasingly aware of the interface between macro-historical processes and micro-level 

responses, as witnessed by paths of inquiry such as the following:  

• The recognition of the role of ecology in establishing the trajectory of early varieties of African 
American English (Mufwene’s 2001, 2008)  

• The identification of population size as a determining factor in the linguistic outcome of 
contact and the level of complexity of contact varieties (Trudgill 2011), with smaller 

populations maintaining more complexity  (Sinnemäki 2020) but also at times showing 

largescale areal distributions of complexity (Tallman and Epps 2018)  

• The investigation of the role of koineization (Tuten  2003, 2021) and of socio-demographic 

factors  (Sessarego 2019, 2021) under conditions of colonization and contact  

• The development of new tools for the quantitative and qualitative analysis of the role of the 

individual in large-scale language change (Petré and Van de Velde 2018) and the mapping of 

large-scale and genealogical and geographical trends across time and space (Nichols 2016, 

2020; Bickel 2020)  

• The analysis of the interactive role of migration and urbanization in Africa and Europe 
(Mesthrie 2022; Kerswill & Wiese 2022; Wiese 2022; Mufwene 2022)  

In this workshop, we propose to bring together scholars whose work focuses on macro-level 

motivations for linguistic change to explore how socio-political forces—invasion and migration, 
religious conversion and exclusion, colonization and globalization—have brought populations into 

contact, and what the micro-level effect on the languages of these speakers has been.   

We regard this topic as critical at this moment in history, especially in light of several noteworthy 

trends:  

• Approximately 4% of the world’s population are global migrants:  in 2020, there were about 

281 million migrants in the world. [Migration Policy Institute]; in 2022, those fleeing conflict, 

violence, and other threats numbered more than 100 million (UNHCR, The UN Refugee 

Agency).  Language contact is a constant among migrating populations.   



• In 1945, about one third of the world’s population (approximately 750 million people) lived 
under colonial rule (United Nations). While this number has diminished greatly in recent years, 

linguistic effects of colonial rule persist.  

• Closely tied to colonization is globalization, defined by Vignouroux and Mufwene (2008: 4) as 

“the worldwide network of economic interconnectedness and interdependencies.”   English 

and other European languages continue to exert influence in the realm of commerce, 
academics, and popular culture.  

Such macrohistorical pressures continue to leave their mark on the languages of the world today, and 
on the linguistic choices that each individual speaker makes.  

What we hope to accomplish in this workshop is an in-depth examination of the mechanisms through 

which these and other macro-level processes have influenced the language of speakers.  

In order to achieve this goal, we invite submissions focusing on the following research questions or 

other related issues:  

• To what extent are macro-level motivations responsible for the creation of linguistic areas?  

• What new methodologies can be employed to map the effects of past macro-level influences?  
What kinds of remnants of past influence persist, and how can we analyze and interpret these 
most effectively?  

• Do some demographic features turn out to be more influential in contact situations than 

others? Are some of these features intersectional in their influence?  

• What role does contact play in determining the level of complexity in larger or smaller speech 

communities?   

• Is koineization to be found in languages around the world, or only in those which have 

experienced particular macrohistorical pressures?  

• To what extent do changing social hierarchies and political and religious ideologies impact 
patterns of change?  

• What role does prestige play in setting up superstratal influence and roofing effects? How do 

such factors influence the actual language of speakers? That is, to what extent do these factors 

illustrate micro-level responses to macro-level processes?  

• Are some traditional examples of language change better explained as having been motivated 
by macrohistorical processes or, more generally, by contact?   
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