
Middle Polish adverb-like predicates ending in -a compared to other adverbial 

and adjectival predicates – corpus-based approach 

In Polish, the characteristic form of the predicate in sentences with an infinitival or clausal subject is 

the form of an adverb or an adjective in a neuter gender (e.g. Niebezpiecznie było tam iść. ‘It was 

dangerous [ADV] to go there’; To dziwne, że wrócił. ‘It's strange [ADJ.N] that he came back’). In the 

Middle Polish language (16th-18th centuries) this image was more complicated. Firstly, there was a 

large set of adverbial derivatives with two variants: ending in -o and in -e (e.g. niebezpieczno – 

niebezpiecznie ‘dangerously’, dziwno – dziwnie ‘strangely’). Originally, in the predicative function 

there were adverbs ending in -o, but adverbs ending in -e were also used by analogy. 

Secondly, in constructions of this type, the feminine form of the adjective was also used as a 

predicate (e.g. niebezpieczna ‘dangerous’, dziwna ‘strange’). This resulted from the simplification of 

the nominal group containing a feminine noun rzecz ‘thing’ and an adjective in the feminine form 

demanded by a noun. After eliminating the semantically empty noun, the adjectival forms took over 

the function of the predicate (Niebezpieczna rzecz tam iść. ‘It's a dangerous thing to go there.’ → 

Niebezpieczna tam iść. ‘It's dangerous [ADJ.F] to go there.’). They also began to undergo a process of 

adverbialization, which, however, did not fully occur (hereinafter I refer to them as “adverb-like 

predicates ending in -a”). 

The study whose results will be presented aims to show the functioning of adverb-like predicates 

ending in -a among other adverbial and adjectival predicates. The data for the analysis come from 

the Electronic Corpus of 17th- and 18th-century Polish Texts, a 25M corpus annotated 

morphosyntactically, collecting texts of various themes, genres and styles (https://korba.edu.pl). For 

the purposes of the study, a dozen or so predicates ending in -a with a high frequency in the corpus, 

belonging to various semantic groups and having different syntactic requirements (connecting with 

an infinitival or clausal subject) were selected. Each of these predicates has been juxtaposed with 

synonymous adverbial predicates in -o and in -e, and with a predicate in the form of a neuter 

adjective (e.g. dziwna [ADJ.F] – dziwno [ADV] – dziwnie [ADV] – dziwne [ADJ.N]). 

The study is both quantitative (shows the frequency of using predicates ending in -a in texts in 

comparison to other types of predicates) and qualitative (captures the differences in meaning 

between particular types of constructions). Although constructions containing particular types of 

predicates seem to be fully synonymous, it can be assumed that there were some factors 

determining the choice of one of them, e.g. the style of the text in which the given construction was 

used. 

The large time range of the corpus makes it possible to trace the changes that the relations between 

the particular types of the discussed construction have undergone over the course of two centuries. 

The data obtained from the corpus also allow us to speculate on the reasons for the displacement of 

constructions with adverb-like forms ending in -a by other types of predicates. 
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