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In this paper, Professor Amiya P. Sen attempts to study the complexities embedded in the discourse of Hindu nationalism, especially in its 

formative history. In so doing, he focuses on colonial Bengal, which, in his opinion, represents a province of paradoxes. If 19th century Bengal 

produced the first crop of a western educated Asian intelligentsia that adopted the Enlightenment values of reason, liberality and 

cosmopolitanism, it also eventually went on to produce a reactionary culture, which was aggressive, irrational and exclusionary in tone. Sen 

argues that contrary to popular perceptions, colonial Bengal especially was the site where cultural nostalgia and the self-understanding of 

Hindus first took on a distinct religious expression. It is here that Hinduism itself was made a missionary religion and globalized, where 

ecumenism remained trapped within recurring assertions of ‘Hindu superiority,’ and early anxieties expressed about the declining number of 

Hindus in relation to Muslims. This paper also seeks to introduce to the audience the writings of the hitherto unknown literary critic, 

Chandranath Basu (1844-1910), who popularised the concept of Hindutwa or ‘Hinduness’ to some extent. This formulation of Hindutwa, Sen 

argues, was complexly structured and ambiguously connected with that later articulated by Savarkar. Between the two versions, there were 

visible differences but also disconcerting overlaps.  
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