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Explicit constitutional provisions for the advancement of the historically depressed and socially
backward sections of the society, popularly known as reservations or quotas, is a distinctive feature of
Indian polity. Over the years, these provisions have been reinforced, expanded and strengthened through
a variety of legislation and executive orders even as they are contested and reinterpreted. In the process
they gave rise to fresh claims for reservation benefits and new issues. Two such developments are of farreaching importance. First, several social groups have launched large-scale agitations demanding that
they too be accorded backward caste status. Second, the more backward among the backward classes
have been demanding for categorizing reservations within reservations so that the advanced sections
among the backward classes do not capture the reservation benefits. This talk examines the causes of
these demands and the new issues that they bring forward in the domain of reservation policy and
politics.
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