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The recent studies on electoral politics have focused on national and state elections to theorize democracy in 

India. This suffices to arguments about either exaggerated success or failure that tends to be largely apathetic 

towards the dynamics of local elections and politics in rural India. Panchayat elections follows its own logic 

and action, and presents a distinctive picture of grassroot politics and culture. The claim is truly justifiable in 

a state like Uttar Pradesh where caste and gender cleavages are deep-rooted, corruption is structurally 

embedded covering the total administrative machinery from Gram Panchayat to Zila Parishad, and a sharp 

hike in the instances of violence reflects the culture of Dabangai and male chauvinism. My study of local 

elections in the recent projects explores the interplay of money, caste and violence in Pradhan elections and 

how these three elements shape power relations and local politics. 
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