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The Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) has emerged as the largest political party in India in recent years, in terms of both 

the popular vote at the national level and seats in the federal legislature. Its emergence as the ruling party in the 

1990s is generally attributed to its ability to forge party coalitions and to moderate its militant Hindu nationalism. 

While scholars variously characterize BJP’s moderation, not much attention has been paid to the BJP’s evolution 

of the social support base over these years which had far reaching consequences to the character and functioning of 

the party.  

 

The BJP went through its first transformation in the 1990s with its ‘social engineering’ whereby a new crop of 

leaders from other backward castes (OBCs) had emerged in the states. The party was successful in broad basing its 

support base, which hitherto had been narrow as it remained largely among the Hindu upper castes.  There were 

signs of this process being hindered under Vajpayee due to tension between the past patterns of leadership and 

pragmatism warranted by the changing times and democratic politics. However, this process got a further fillip 

under Narendra Modi’s leadership in 2014, as the party received substantial support from the socially disadvantaged 

sections of the OBCs, Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled Tribes across the country. This presentation would 

explore the nature of this second transformation, how it was brought about Narendra Modi, its durability, 

contradictions within and the challenges it faces, and its implications for the future of the BJP and Indian politics.  

 

 

 

Professor Suri teaches at the Department of Political Science at University of 

Hyderabad. His recent publications include Political Parties in South Asia: The 

Challenge of Change, International IDEA, Stockholm, 2007; Indian Democracy, 

ICSSR Research Surveys and Explorations: Political Science: Volume 2, Oxford 

University Press, New Delhi, 2013; and Party Competition in Indian States: 

Electoral Politics in Post-Congress Polity (Editor), Oxford University Press, New 

Delhi, 2014. He has published many book chapters and papers in national and 

international journals on different themes pertaining to politics and policies in 

India.  He was a visiting scholar at Uppsala University, Sweden, and Deakin 

University, Melbourne, Australia. Presently he is the Managing Editor of Studies in 

Indian Politics, a bi-annual Political Science journal published in India by the Sage.  

 

Date: Tuesday, December 13th, 2016 

Time: 1600 hrs -1800 hrs 

Venue: SAI, Room 316 

 

All are cordially invited!! 


