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Hans Martin Kramer has studied History, Philosophy, and Japanese Studies in Disseldorf,
Bochum, and Tokyo (Sophia University and the University of Tokyo). After obtaining his
PhD Degree for a thesis on higher education reforms in mid-twentieth-century Japan, Prof.
Kramer spent a year each as guest researcher at Harvard University and the International
Research Center for Japanese Studies in Kyoto. He became a professor at Heidelberg
University in 2012.

Prof. Kramer’s specialization is in modern Japanese History. His publication have mainly
dealt with the history of education, religion, and human-animal relations. His recent work
has been devoted to clarifying how Japanese Buddhists have contributed to modern
understandings of religion both within Japan and abroad.
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