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Basic information on the seminar 

Full title:  “Theory and Practice in Visual Anthropology - How do 
anthropologists work with images of art and popular culture?” 

Lecturer Cathrine Bublatzky, M.A.;  
(Chair of Visual and Media Anthropology) 

eLearning &  
online tutoring 

Alexander Ebinger, M.A.;  
(Chair of Visual and Media Anthropology) 

Participants 15 (mostly majoring in ethnology/art history) 
Term Summer 2010; April to July 2010 (14 Sessions)  
Distinctive 
feature 

Blended learning seminar comprising periodic online 
assignments, web-supported project work and the creation of 
webbased „Visual Essays“ on Moodle LMS.  



What is Blended Learning? 

 
 
 
“Blended Learning “ = combination of classroom 
teaching and online elements. 

 
• A timely completion of single- and group assignments on 

our eLearning platform Moodle is mandatory for all 
participants 

+ 



What is the seminar about? 

“The discipline of Anthropology faces a new urgency in approaching an extensive 

transcultural and transnational migration of visual items in recent times. This urgency 

results from an increasing flow of visualities across the globe caused by diverse 

forms of usage and exhibition practices as well as different kinds of new  media and 

technologies. This seminar shall show how anthropologists engage with visual items 

from Indian contemporary art and popular culture in order to investigate the question 

how these visualities are used in transcultural and transnational negotiation 

processes of culture and identity in a global context. Not all images are as famous to 

the public as for example the Danish Mohammad cartoons but have still an important 

role within cultural exchange processes. What is exactly happening within these 

transformation processes? How and by whom are aesthetic images or popular 

products used or even exploited for identity creation and/or in engaging with other 

social groups?“ (Seminar description by lecturer Cathrine Bublatzky)  



A first impression of our Moodle course 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

Screenshot  Moodle course „KJC Theory and Practice in Visual Anthropology“ 



Didactic features 

Student assignments on Moodle LMS 



Assignment: „Questions on required reading“ 

• Goal: To ensure that mandatory texts are actually read, 
students are supposed to hand in three questions on 
required reading (on a weekly basis). 

 

 

 

 

• Procedure: Questions can be uploaded  
via an upload-form on Moodle until a  
certain deadline (see picture above) 



Assignment: „Questions on required reading“ 

• Outcome: Findings are presented on Moodle at least one 
day before class (authors anonymized). In so doing 
students’ questions can be followed up by referents and 
become a basis for plenary discussion.  

 

 

 

 



Assignment „Three associations…“ 

• Goal: To sensitize students for their own specific visual 
perception, they are asked to write down three associations 
that come to their mind while looking at a (for their eyes 
rather strange) picture. Results are contrasted with each 
other. 

 
 
 

 
• Procedure: Students can upload their  

associations via an upload form. 

 

This picture 
cannot be 

displayed for 
copyright 
reasons 



Assignment „Three associations…“ 

• Outcome: Collected results are presented on Moodle 
(authors anonymized). Thus they become a basis for 
plenary discussion and can be followed up by referents.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Assignment „Course Glossary“ 

Goal: Referents are supposed to define central concepts 
and key terms of their presentation (1 to 5) in the course 
glossary "Keywords in Visual Anthropology"  

 

 

 

 

• Procedure: Students find the  
course glossary in the upper  
box on the Moodle Platform.  

• Entries can be easily added.  

 



Assignment „Course Glossary“ 

Outcome: Terms that have been defined in the course 
glossary are being automatically linked whenever they 
appear on the platform (e.g. in the pic. 1, the term “Moodle” 
has been defined). A click on the term opens definition from 
the glossary in a Pop-Up window (pic. 2) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

pic. 1 

pic. 2 



Research Based Teaching 

Facilitating Research Based Learning 
with “Online Research Portfolios” 



Reseach Based Teaching 

Our classes therefore comprise extensive project phases in 
which participants get the chance to grow into a fully fledged 
"community of researchers".  

 
 
 

May 26th June 2nd June 9th 

project phase *project presentation 

June 16th June 23rd June 30th July 7th* July 14th* 

Research Based Teaching (RBT) is a 
paedagogic approach that is strongly 
student-centered and focused on inquiry 
based learning and undergraduate research 
 
 



Online Research Portfolios   

To help students mapping and modeling their projects we 
invented the so called Online Research Portfolios.  

 

 

 

 
 
 
From the first idea up to the presentation and publication of 
research outcomes, all stages of the research project find 
their digital counterpart on the Moodle platform and can 
be collaboratively worked on. 



Didactic goals of “Online Research Portfolios” 
 

• are guided through all necessary steps of a full scale 
(anthropological) research project 

• continuously reflect about their scientific work 

• document their research process and increase 
transparency towards lecturers and fellow students  

• receive suggestions and feedback 

• are able to interchange, communicate and collaborate 

• are provided with a technical platform for an innovative 
form of publication („Visual Essays“) 

Our Students... 



“Online Research Portfolios” 

Features in detail 



Procedure:  
• Students work 

collaboratively on their  
research proposal 

• realized by using a Wiki-
Site 

 

Proposal 

 



Questions that need to be addressed: 
• What is the precise research question? 
• Who are the informants, what is the actual research material? 
• Which theories can be used to describe or analyze the material? 
• Who are relevant authors to the topic? 
• Which research methods are suitable in relation to the overall 

question, material, informants? 

 
Outcome:  

• Project groups formulate a precise research question 
• reflect about the theoretical and methodological background and 
• create a first roadmap for their project 
• receive suggestions and feedback from lecture and fellow students 

 

Proposal 



Research Diary 

Procedure:  
• Students work 

collaboratively on a 
field diary 
documenting their 
research process 

• realized by using a 
forum 



Outcome: Students are able to.. 
• document their research process (e.g. on a weekly basis) 

• continuously reflect about their project work 

• are able to give lecturers and fellow students an  
insight into their work 

• receive suggestions and feedback 

• are able to interchange, communicate and collaborate  
 

Research Diary 



Research Database 

Procedure:  
• Students can upload and 

annotate pictures for 
research purposes 

• realized by using a moodle 
database 



Research Database 

Outcome:  
• Students are able to collect and sort and search their 

visual research material 

• Can provide metadata to each single picture 

• Can comment their own as well as other people’s uploads 



Bibliography 

Procedure:  
• Students can compile their own bibliography and attach 

PDF or other files/ web links 

• realized using a Wiki Site  



Visual Essay 

Introduction  
After the project presentation 
students are encouraged to 
work more intensively on their 
material within their “Online 
Research Portfolios” and 
create a Visual Essay as a 
final paper.  

 

 



Feature: Visual Essay 

Procedure:  
• To give students a 

start we created a 
template for Visual 
Essays on Moodle. 

• Students can fill it 
with their own 
content and adapt 
its appearance to 
their preferences. 

• Realized by using a 
Wiki site  



Feature: Visual Essay 

Procedure: 
• We also created a 

List of FAQs for 
the Moodle Editor. 
If any additional 
questions occur, 
students are 
encouraged to get 
in contact with 
online tutor Alex Ebinger via the “Helpdeskforum”, email or 
Skype. 



Feature: Visual Essay 

Outcome: 
• Finished “Visual Essays” 

can be optionally 
published in the “student 
project” section on the 
website of the chair of 
Visual and Media 
Anthropology  
(password protected)  

http://visual-media-anthropology.uni-hd.de 



Conclusion 

RBT supported by Online Research 
Portfolios 

 
 



• “Online Research Portfolios” are easy to use 
• Students appreciate new ways of collaboration and 

communication 
• Blended Learning can bridge the gap between face-to-face 

sessions and facilitate Research Based Teaching 
• As there is continuous guidance by lecturers and peer 

review by fellow students, student projects are better 
structured in comparison to a “conventional” seminar 

• Students develop their own research skills and techniques by 
undertaking their own research and inquiry 

• Project work is much more intensive, hence the workload is 
higher than in conventional seminar 

• Concept requires a constant support by an academic 
trained online tutor  
 
 

Conclusion 



Contact: 
Alexander Ebinger | eLearning & Didactic Media | Visual and Media Anthropology  

Cluster of Excellence 'Asia and Europe in a Global Context‘  

Karl Jaspers Centre  | Heidelberg, Germany 

ebinger@asia-europe.uni-heidelberg.de | www.asia-europe.uni-heidelberg.de 
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