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Scott Barrett is a leading scholar on transnational and global challenges, ranging 
from climate change to disease eradication. His research focuses on how institutions 
like norms, customary law, resolutions, and treaties can be used to promote 
international cooperation. 

Barrett is the author of Environment and Statecraft: The Strategy of Environmental 
Treaty-Making, published in paperback by Oxford University Press in 2005. His most 
recent book, Why Cooperate? The Incentive to Supply Global Public Goods, also 
published by Oxford University Press, was published in paperback with a new 
afterword in 2010. 

Barrett's research has been awarded the Resources for the Future Dissertation Prize 
and the Erik Kempe Award. 

He has advised a number of international organizations, including the United Nations, 
the World Bank, the OECD, the European Commission, and the International Task 
Force on Global Public Goods. He was previously a lead author of the 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change and a member of the Academic Panel to 
the Department of Environment in the UK.  

Barrett previously taught at the Johns Hopkins University School of Advanced 
International Studies in Washington, DC, where he also directed the International 
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Policy program. Before that, he was on the faculty of the London Business School. He 
has also been a visiting scholar at Yale. 

Barrett is a research fellow with the Beijer Institute (Stockholm), CESifo (Munich), and 
the Kiel Institute of World Economics.  

He received his PhD in economics from the London School of Economics. 
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Selected Publications 

 
Scott Barrett is currently writing on international cooperation relating to 
environmental issues, the control of infectious diseases, and global public goods. 
  
Recent and forthcoming publications include: 
 
with Michael Hoel, “Optimal Disease Eradication,“ Environment and Development 
Economics, forthcoming. 
 
“The Smallpox Eradication Game,” Public Choice, 130: 179-207, 2006. 
 
“A Multi-Track Climate Treaty System,“in Joseph E. Aldy and Robert N. Stavins (eds.), 
Architectures for Agreement: Addressing Global Climate Change in the Post-Kyoto 
World, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, forthcoming 2007.  
 
“Climate Treaties and ‘Breakthrough’ Technologies.” American Economic Review 
(Papers and Proceedings), 96(2): 22-25, 2006. 
 
“The Problem of Averting Global Catastrophe,” Chicago Journal of International Law, 
6(2): 1-26, 2006. 
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“An Economic Theory of International Environmental Law,” in D. Bodansky, J. Brunnée, 
and Ellen Hey (eds.), Oxford Handbook of International Environmental Law, Oxford: 
Oxford University Press, forthcoming. 2006. 
 
with M. Miller and D.A. Henderson, “Control and Eradication,” in D.T. Jamison et al. 
(eds.), Disease Control Priorities in Developing Countries, 2nd edition, Oxford: Oxford 
University Press, pp. 1163-1176, 2006. 
 
“Making International Cooperation Pay: Financing as a Strategic Incentive,” in I. Kaul 
(ed.), Public Finance in a Globalizing World: Innovations in Theory and Practice, New 
York: Oxford University Press, pp. 357-370, 2006. 
 
“The Theory of International Environmental Agreements,” in K.-G. Mäler and J. Vincent 
(eds.), Handbook of Environmental Economics, Vol. 3, Amsterdam: Elsevier, pp. 1457-
1516, 2005. 
 
“Kyoto Plus,” in D. Helm (ed.), Climate Change Policy, Oxford: Oxford University Press, 
2005. 
 
Eradication vs. Control: The Economics of Global Infectious Disease Policy, Bulletin of 
the World Health Organization, 82: 683-688, 2004. 
 
Environment and Statecraft: The Strategy of Environmental Treaty-Making, Oxford: 
Oxford University Press, 2003. 
 
with Joseph Aldy and Robert Stavins, "Thirteen Plus One: A Comparison of Global 
Climate Policy Architectures," Climate Policy, 3(4): 373-397, 2003. 
 
with Robert Stavins, "Increasing Participation and Compliance in International Climate 
Change Agreements," International Environmental Agreements: Politics, Law, and 
Economics, 3(4): 349-376, 2003. 
 
"Global Disease Eradication," Journal of the European Economics Association,1:591-
600, 2003. 
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“Consensus Treaties,” Journal of Institutional and Theoretical Economics, 158(4): 
December 2002. 
 
“Creating Incentives for Cooperation: Strategic Choices,” in I. Kaul, P. Conceição, K. Le 
Goulven, and R. U. Mendoza (eds.), Providing Global Public Goods: Managing 
Globalization, New York: New York: Oxford University Press, 2002, pp. 308-328. 
 
“Towards a Better Climate Treaty,” World Economics, 3(2): 35-45, 2002 . 
 
“International Cooperation for Sale,” European Economic Review, 45(10): 1835-1850, 
December 2001. 


