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The following list of concepts/terms/topics will help you to prepare your exams. In your oral exams you will be expected to explain a random selection of up to five questions from this list, chosen by the examiner. In the written exams you need to answer ten questions. In your answers you should be able to demonstrate a basic understanding of these topics, including chronology, factual content, and broader context. For example, in explaining the term Monroe Doctrine you should be able to provide the following information: The Monroe Doctrine was promulgated by President James Monroe in 1823 after most Spanish colonies in Latin America had won their independence from Spain. In this document the United States warned the European powers that it would consider any attempt to restore colonial rule and monarchical government in the Americas as a threat to its safety. The United States pledged to continue its policy of non-interference in European affairs. Originally, the Monroe Doctrine affirmed the principles of self-determination and non-intervention. However, over time it evolved into a claim to U.S. hegemony in the Western hemisphere, including the right to intervene in the affairs of Latin American countries, such as Cuba, Haiti, Mexico, and the Dominican Republic. The Monroe Doctrine was a unilateral declaration by the U.S. and never formally recognized by the Latin Americans. It has shaped U.S. policy toward Latin America for most of the 19th and 20th centuries.
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