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White Supremacy and Black 
Resistance, 1880-1917

• The Failure of Reconstruction

• The Establishment of White Supremacy

 Race and Class in the New South

 Disfranchisement

 Segregation

 Lynching and Race Riots

• Black Resistance and Accommodation

• The Rise of Organized Civil Rights
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Ku Klux Klan, 1866
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The Compromise of 1876/77

 Democrats accept Republican
President Rutherford B. Hayes 
as President

 The last federal troops are
withdrawn from the South

 South promises to respect
the rights of the freedpeople
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White Supremacy (V.O. Key, 1949)

• Segregation and social separation

• Sexual isolation (no miscegenation)

• Economic subordination of blacks

• Black deference to whites

• Exclusion of blacks from politics and voting

Prof. Dr. Manfred Berg
Curt-Engelhorn-Professur für Amerikanische Geschichte 5



Southern Cotton Fields
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Tom Watson, 1865-1922

“[Most poor whites] would
joyously hug the chains of
wretchedness rather than do 
any experimenting on the race
question.“
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C. Vann Woodward (1908-1999)

“Having served as the national 
scapegoat in the reconciliation 
and reunion of North and South, 
the Negro was now pressed into 
service as a sectional scapegoat 
in the reconciliation of estranged 
white classes and the reunion of 
the Solid South.” 

The Strange Career of Jim Crow (1955)
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Southern Racist Demagogues
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Ben Tillman, SC James K. Vardaman, MS Coleman L. Blease, SC



Disfranchisement: 
Violence and Intimidation
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Disfranchisement: „Suffrage
Reforms“

• Literacy Tests
• Poll Tax
• White Primary

 In 1912 only 1–3 percent of eligible blacks in the
South cast a ballot.
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Jim Crow
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Plessy v. Ferguson, 1896

• Separate but Equal Doctrine

• Dissent by Justice John 
Marshall Harlan (1833-1911)

• „The Constitution is color-
blind!“
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The Lynching of Henry Smith, Paris, 
TX, 1893
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Race Riot: Wilmington, NC, 1898
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Ida Wells-Barnett, 1862-1931

“A Winchester rifle should have 
a place of honor in every black 
home, and it should be used for
that protection which the law 
refuses to give.” 
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Booker T. Washington, 
1856-1915
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Atlanta Compromise, 1895

• „Cast down your bucket where you are!“

• „There is as much dignity in tilling a field as in writing
a poem.“

• „In all things that are purely social we can be as
separate as the fingers.“

• „Progress in the enjoyment of all privileges...must be
the result of severe and constant struggle rather
than of artificial forcing.“
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William Monroe Trotter, 
1872-1934

• Boston Guardian (1902)

• Boston „Riot“ (1903) 
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W.E.B. Du Bois, 1868-1963
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Niagara Movement, 1905-1909
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Mary Church Terrell, 1863-1954
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Johnson – Jeffries Fight, 1910
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Oswald Garrison Villard,
1872-1949 
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The Call, 1909

„We call upon all believers in democracy to join in a 
national conference for the discussion of present evils, 
the voicing of protests, and the renewal of the struggle
for civil and political liberty.“
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The Crisis, 1910
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The function of this 
Association is to tell
this nation the crying 
evil of race prejudice... 
Agitation does not mean 
Aggravation - Aggravation 
calls for Agitation in order 
that Remedy may be 
found.

W.E.B. Du Bois



NAACP Protest against Birth of a 
Nation
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