Public Lecture 
Karl Jaspers Centre 
of the University of Heidelberg

http://www.asia-europe.uni-heidelberg.de/en/about-us/karl-jaspers-centre.html
Room 212
Monday, June 20, 2011, 18:15 

Prof. Dr. Bruce Robertson*, Department of History of Art and Architecture at Santa Barbara, University of California and Acting Director, University Art Museum, University of California.
Painting and Performing Race in Pre-Civil War America
Before the Civil War, the cultural space in which images of African-Americans performed, both slave and free, was increasingly restricted and contentious. On the one hand, black-face minstrel shows, the fastest growing form of public entertainment in this period, reinforced a small set of negative stereotypes. On the other, abolitionism seemed to offer a more generous and nuanced view of the essential humanity of slaves. Most artists avoided the matter:  while virtually all European views of the United States stressed African-Americans as the major sign of American identity, most American artists presented an all-white view of everyday life. In this talk I will discuss the work of two artists, William Sidney Mount and Eastman Johnson, who faced head-on the challenge of depicting African-Americans in this period.

*For further information on Prof. Dr. Bruce Roberston please consult: http://www.arthistory. ucsb.edu/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id= 188&Itemid=285
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