
About the SemicodeUS Keyboard Layout

SemicodeUS is a Unicode keyboard layout for MacOS X, designed for Computers with a U.S. Keyboard (QWERTY layout). It is 
optimized for the transcription of Semitic texts, with the focus on Arabic, especially Palestinian Arabic. To install it, drag the !les
"SemicodeUS.keylayout" and "SemicodeUS.icns" in the folder Macintosh HD > Library > Keyboard Layouts and restart the 
computer. Next, open the International pane of System Preferences, and select the Input tab. Find far down the list SemicodeUS 
marked with a Palestinian "ag, and click the checkbox so that it is checked. Now, SemicodeUS should appear in the Input menu. 
You should be able to select it and use it from this point.

All applications, that support Unicode can make use of SemicodeUS. For writing texts the word processors NisusWriter Pro and 
Mellel are most recommended. To get access to all glyphs one needs a Unicode font, I personally prefer "Charis SIL" from the 
Summer Institute of Language (SIL), which can be downloaded free of charge at <http://scripts.sil.org/CharisSILfont>.

The table at the next page shows you the keystrokes, when SemicodeUS is selected in the Input menu. N stands for Normal (no 
modi!er key down), S for Shift, O for Option and SO for Shift and Option modi!er together pressed. Dead keys are marked in 
red color. To use a dead key, !rst press it, afterwards the sign you want to combine with the dead key. The last page gives you a 
list of all possible dead key combinations.

I designed SemicodeUS with the ingenious and free program "Ukelele" by John Brownie (SIL). I provide it here for everyone who 
wants to write Semitic texts in Unicode under MacOS X. Of course, I can give no guarantees for the proper operation or safety of 
the keyboard driver. Use it at your own risk.

Ulrich Seeger <seeger@uni-hd.de> March 2011



S e m i c o d e U S    K e y b o a r d   ( F o n t  C h a r i s )

N a b c d e f g h i j k l m n o p q r s t u v w x y z

S A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O P Q R S T U V W X Y Z

O ā ḏ š ḍ ē ṯ ġ ḥ ī ǧ ḳ ḷ ʾ ʿ ō ʕ ʔ ṛ ṣ ṭ ū ḏ̣ č ḫ ẓ ž

SO Ā Ḏ Š Ḍ Ē Ṯ Ġ Ḥ Ī Ǧ √ ı ɽ ɹ Ō ɔ ɛ ‿ Ṣ Ṭ Ū Ḏ̣ Č Ḫ Ẓ Ž

N [ ] ; ' \ , . / § 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 0 - =

S { } : " | < > ? ~ ! @ # $ % ǝ & * ( ) _ +

O “  ‘  …  ̣ «  ̱  ̮ ´  `   ̥  ̧  ̹  ̦ ä ᵊ  ̯ • ü Ø – →

SO ” ’  ß  ̇ »   ̄  ̆ Ǝ   ̃   ̊ €  ͗  ̈ fi ^  ̌ ö ☟ ☝ — ←

 

DEAD KEYS:

´ ` ^    ̱   ̄   ̣   ̇    ̯   ̌   ̮   ̆   ̃   ̥   ̊   ̹   ͗  ,   ̈ ☟ ☝   ̧

O / O§ SO6 O , SO , O ' SO ' O 7 SO7 O . SO . SO§ O1 SO1 O3 SO3 O4 SO4 SO9 SO0 O2



 ´  (O /) á ć é ǵ í ń ó ŕ ś ṣ ́ ú ý ź ẓ́ ä ́ ǘ ə́ ɛ ́ ɔ́ ā́ ḗ ī ́ ṓ ū́

Á Ć É Ǵ Í Ń Ó Ŕ Ś Ṣ́ Ú Ý Ź Ẓ́

 `  (O§) à è ì ò s ̀ ṣ ̀ ù ä ̀ ǜ ǝ̀ ɛ ̀ ā̀ ḕ ī ̀ ṑ ū̀ À È Ì Ò S ̀ Ṣ̀ Ù

 ^  (SO6) â ê ĝ î ĵ ô û Â Ê Ĝ Î Ĵ Ô Û

   ̱ (O , ) ḇ ḏ ẖ ḵ ṯ Ḇ Ḏ G̱ H̱ Ḵ Ṯ

   ̄ (SO , ) ā ē ḡ ī ō p̄ ū v ̄ ǟ ȫ ǖ ǝ̄ ɛ ̄ ɔ̄ Ā Ē Ḡ Ī Ō P̄ Ū V̄

   ̣ (O ' ) ạ ḅ c ̣ č ̣ ḍ ḏ̣ ẹ f ̣ g̣ ḥ ị ḳ ḷ ṃ ṇ ọ p̣ ṛ ṣ š ̣ ṭ ṯ ̣ ụ ṿ ẉ ẓ

Ạ Ḅ C ̣ Č̣ Ḍ Ḏ̣ Ẹ F̣ G̣ Ḥ Ị Ḳ Ḷ Ṃ Ṇ Ọ P̣ Ṛ Ṣ Ṣ̌ Ṭ Ṯ̣ Ụ Ṿ Ẉ Ẓ

ạ̄ ẹ̄ ọ̄ Ạ̄ Ẹ̄ Ọ̄

   ̇ (SO ' ) ċ ė ġ ṗ ṙ ż Ċ Ė Ġ Ṗ Ṙ Ż

   ̯ (O7) a ̯ e ̯ i ̯ o̯ u̯ A̯ E̯ I ̯ O̯ U̯

   ̌ (SO7) ǧ ǰ q ̌ ř š ̣ š ž Ǧ J ̌ Q̌ Ř Ṣ̌ Š Ž

   ̮ (O . ) ḫ Ḫ

   ̆ (SO . ) ă ĕ ğ ĭ ŏ ŭ Ă Ĕ Ğ Ĭ Ŏ Ŭ

   ̃ (SO§) ã ñ õ s ̃ ṣ ̃ ũ Ã Ñ Õ S ̃ Ṣ̃ Ũ

   ̥ (O1) b ̥ d̥ i ̥

   ̊ (SO1) å e ̊ ¾ ̊ o̊ ů Å E̊ I ̊ O̊ Ů

   ̹ (O3) a ̹ e ̹ i ̹ o̹ u̹ A̹ E̹ I ̹ O̹ U̹

   ͗ (SO3) a ͗ e ͗ ¾ ͗ o͗ u͗ A͗ E͗ I ͗ O͗ U͗

   ̦ (O4) ț Ț

   ̈ (SO4) ä ë ï ö ü ÿ Ä Ë Ï Ö Ü Ÿ

☟ (SO9) ᵢ ᵣ ᵤ ᵥ ₀ ₁ ₂ ₃ ₄ ₅ ₆ ₇ ₈ ₉

☝ (SO0) ª ᵇ ᵈ ᵉ ᵍ ⁱ ᵏ  ⁿ ᵒ ᵖ ʳ ˢ ᵗ ᵘ ᵛ ʷ ˣ ʸ ᵊ ᵋ ᵓ ⁰ ¹ ² ³

ᴬ ᴮ ᴰ ᴱ ᴳ ᴴ ᴵ ᴶ ᴷ ᴸ ᴹ ᴺ ᴼ ᴾ ᴿ ᵀ ᵁ ᵂ ᴲ ⁴ ⁵ ⁶ ⁷ ⁸ ⁹

   ̧ (O2) ç ş Ç Ş


