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In many advanced democracies, policy issues have 
grown so complex and politically contestable that 
governments often do not understand the problems 
they have to deal with – or how to solve them. 
When policy-makers are ambiguous about which 
policies to pursue, rational problem-solving models 
struggle to explain their policy-making. Conversely, the 
Multiple Streams Framework assumes from the start that 
policy-makers have unclear policy preferences.
The Framework’s success has led to increasing academic 
interest, but there has not yet been a systematic attempt 
to assess the potential of such scholarship. 
Zohlnhöfer & Rüb’s volume makes the first attempt to fill 
that gap, by bringing together a group of international 
scholars to assess the strengths and weaknesses of the 
Framework from different angles.
Chapters explore systematically and empirically the 
Framework’s potential in different national contexts, 
and in policy areas from climate change and foreign 
policy, to healthcare and the welfare state.
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‘...offers a timely overview of key comparative, 
empirical‑methodological, and theoretical issues... 
will interest the many policy scholars who draw on this 
now‑classic framework.’

Daniel Béland, University of Saskatchewan
‘This outstanding compilation provides a theoretically 
in‑depth and empirically profound discussion, 
implementation and problematisation of the Multiple 
Streams Approach. The contributors are a mixture of 
high‑ranking experts and talented junior researchers 
who enhance our broader understanding of the 
theoretical framework and examine thoroughly the 
possibilities of applying the approach in practice.’

Nils Bandelow, Technische Universität Braunschweig 
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