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In this dissertation, I defend Kantian ethics in terms of the universalizability of moral duties 
as moral laws against relativistic ethics like traditionalism and communitarianism. The 
problem I deal with, in special reference to Kant, is whether our actions are or should be 
judged by local moral determinants like individuality, community, religion or society, or by 
universal determinants of Kantian spirit. Those who follow local moral determinants, criticize 
Kantian universalizability. But I consider universality to be a strong moral determinant and 
therefore I defend it, and Kant.  

I argue that local determinants are based on historicism and therefore limited in scope; 
they leave room for partiality and discrimination among individuals whereas our deep sense 
of morality has a need for a common standard of morality. I claim that the Kantian model of 
morality presents a real picture of a person and his sense of morality, though it is quite hard 
to find a person in the real world who acts in accordance with this moral sense. But our 
failure in following our deep moral sense does not mean that morality is a matter of 
individual choice or is merely locally-determined. The universal moral law is, after all, 
supreme and something to be achieved in the realization of what we are as moral and 
autonomous beings. The concept of local moral determinants is in fact weak in the sense that 
one can justify a wrong and irresponsible action as a right action, whereas, universal 
determinants prohibit us from following such a justification of a wrong action as right.  
 


