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Cognitive origin of discourse particles

Starting from a crosslinguistic viewpoint, my contribution develops the idea of a
universally valid evolutionary path for the pragmaticalisation of discourse particles.
This path has its cognitive origins in the participants® perception of elements of
the shared situation of interaction. Out of this very basic experience of common
ground (Clark 1996), participants develop strategies of referential shifts from
situational to metacommunicative uses of situational deictic expressions. These
processes are evidential in both ontongenetics and phylogenetics.




