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Argumentation Theory, Relevance Theory and discourse particles:  
incompatibilities and shortcomings

The analysis and description of discourse markers (DMs) in Romance languages has 
been developed along the lines of two main theoretical approaches: Argumentation 
Theory (AT) and Relevance Theory (RT). In this respect, our purpose is to examine 
a representative number of contributions made from the point of view of either AT 
or RT in order to check which are the advantages or disadvantages of working inside 
one of these paradigms. We will also try to find out if AT and RT constitute just two 
alternative ways to achieve a similar goal, and to what extent preferences for one or 
the other theoretical frame have to do with different research interests and aims. In 
this respect, particular attention will be paid to possible existing links between, on 
the one hand, the study of DMs considered to be prototypical in spontaneous oral 
discourse and RT and, on the other, the analysis of DMs or discourse connectives 
prototypical in planned written discourse from the point of view of AT. Finally we 
will discuss whether criticism toward the RT account of DMs from AT and other 
theoretical approaches has had any impact on this theory and in which direction.
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