
The seminar aims to analyze how cities using digital technology can contribute to successful 

ageing and by that handle the social and economic issues arising within ageing societies. In 

parallel, we ask what prerequisites are in need at the societal and individual level to further 

this process. The use of technology in the design of smart cities can contribute to the 

improvement of care, the creation of adequate infrastructure; the supply of goods and 

services demanded by seniors can increase their level of activity and quality of life at large. 

The inclusion of all age groups into an active city life improves the social and economic 

situation of all members of the society. Thus, smart city is not only about technology, but 

also about “good” living. Thus, due to the nature of the research challenges coming with 

smart cities, the webinar is an interdisciplinary course combining, e.g., economics, 

sociology, political sciences, social geography, psychology and gerontology. Contrasting the 

smart city view with a (far from smart) rural aging view would also be possible as an input 

to the webinar. 

There will be 8 meetings, including at least 6 with invited experts. The list of potential 

subjects is very broad, from the financial support for the elderly or the work of older adults, 

through the creation of new infrastructure or city design and the acceptance of technology by 

older adults, behavioral aspects of this, to successful ageing. Actual topics depend on the 

interests of the participants and the availability of experts. We plan the seminar in a blended 

format, with students and lecturers from one university attending meetings together and 

connecting on-line with other universities. However, the on-line attendance of participants is 

also possible, depending on the local health conditions. 

Information on the dates of webinar sessions will be sent to those who have signed in to 

attending the webinar as soon as possible. The meetings will take place on Wednesdays, 

from 9:30 to 11:00. 

The first meeting will be Wednesday, October 20th.  

More information is in the moodle (for Heidelberg participants). If you want to attend, 

please contact Prof. Schwieren or join directly in the first meeting.  
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Assessment methods and assessment criteria: 

Attendance during at least four meetings. Participation in discussions during sessions and 

conducting a small-research project (Equivalent to a „Hausarbeit“ for Heidelberg students) 

under the supervision of one of the coordinators.  

 


