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SCIENTIFIC VITA 
1987 - 1990 Physics student, Freiburg University 
1990 - 1991 Fulbright scholar, Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore, MD, USA 
1991 - 1994 Physics student, Munich University 
1994 - 1998 PhD, Max Planck Institute of Colloids and Interfaces, Potsdam  
1998 - 2000 Postdoc, Minerva fellow, Weizmann Institute, Rehovot, Israel 
2000 - 2005 Group leader, Max Planck Institute of Colloids and Interfaces, Potsdam 
2001 - now Emmy Noether junior research group leader 
2003  Visiting professor, Leipzig University 
2004  Habilitation, Potsdam University 
2005 - now Group leader, Center for Modelling and Simulation in the Biosciences (BIOMS) 
2005 - now Member, Interdisciplinary Center for Scientific Computing (IWR), Heidelberg 
2006 - now Privatdozent, Department of Physics and Astronomy, Heidelberg University 
 
COORDINATING FUNCTIONS 
2003 Organizer Second MPI-UPenn Symposium on Soft Matters, Potsdam 
2004 Organizer Max Planck Symposium on Systems Biology, Potsdam 
2005 Organizer WEH-seminar “Dynamics of cell and tissue structure”, Bad Honnef 
2005 - now Member programme committee “Engineering stem cell microenvironments” 
2005 - now Member Rektoratskommission “BIOQUANT” 
 
reviewer for 15+ journals, including “Physical Review Letters” and “Biophysical Journal” 
15 invited conference talks since 2000, including “IoP2005: Physics, a century after  
Einstein” and “World Congress of Biomechanics 2006” 
 
 



   
FIELDS OF INTEREST 
Theoretical physics, statistical mechanics, physics of soft condensed matter, biological 
physics, computational cell biology, quantitative and systems biology, cell mechanics and 
adhesion 
 
CURRENTLY FUNDED PROJECTS 
Emmy Noether junior research group; BIOMS junior research group (Klaus Tschira 
Foundation, Landesstiftung Baden-Württemberg, Heidelberg University); VW Foundation 

Currently supervision of 4 interns, 3 doctoral theses, 2 postdocs 
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