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SCIENTIFIC VITA 

1988-1992 Diploma and PhD work at the University of Göttingen with Dr. Thomas Jovin at 

the Max-Planck-Institut für biophysikalische Chemie, Göttingen 

1992-1994 Postdoctoral studies with Prof. Peter von Hippel at the University of Oregon, 

Eugene, USA 

1994-2001 Scientist at the Deutsches Krebsforschungszentrum (DKFZ) at the Divisions 

Biophysics of Macromolecules (Prof. Jörg Langowski) and Molecular Genetics 

(Prof. Peter Lichter) 

2000  Habilitation (approval as university lecturer) in Biochemistry/Biophysics at the 

Ruprecht-Karls-Universität Heidelberg 

2001-2007 Group leader of the Molecular Biophysics Group (Junior Research Group of 

the Volkswagenstiftung) at the Kirchhoff-Institut für Physik at the University of 

Heidelberg 

since 2007 Group leader of the Research Group Genome Organization & Function at the 

DKFZ and the BIOQUANT in Heidelberg 

 

AWARDS 

Otto Hahn medal awarded by the Max Planck Society for the work on parallel-stranded DNA 

with double helical structure, Dresden, 6/3/92. 

Post-doctoral fellowship of the Boehringer Ingelheim Fonds, Stiftung für medizinische 

Grundlagenforschung, 10/92 to 10/93. 

European Beckman DNA Award for the paper “Association States of the Activator Protein 

NtrC Determined by Analytical Ultracentrifugation”, Lisbon, Portugal, 5/11/98. 

Selected by the Volkswagen Foundation in the program “Junior Research Groups at German 

Universities” (2001-2007). 
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FIELDS OF INTEREST 

Interdisciplinary experimental approaches from molecular/cell biology and physics to 

investigate the relation between genome organization in the nucleus and cell function, 

chromatin structure and dynamics, chromatin assembly, translocation of nucleosomes by 

chromatin remodeling complexes, modeling and quantitative descriptions of chromatin 

related structures and processes, application and development of biophysical methods like 

fluorescence spectroscopy/microscopy, atomic force microscopy and analytical 
ultracentrifugation. 
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